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mabjne-hospital service. 

Post of 



Date , 19— . 

This is to certify that the bearer, , leaves this port to-day as a passen- 
ger on board the , bound to . 

The said has complied with all the rales prescribed by the Marine- 
Hospital Service for the government of passengers leaving the fruit ports of Central 
America for the United States, and his baggage has been disinfected under my super- 
vision. His ultimate destination in the United States, as stated by him, is . 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. S. 

marine-hospital service. 

Poet of , 



Date , 19— . 

This is to certify that I have examined the , which arrived 



from 1 , and which sails to-day for the port of . Number of 

crew including officers, ; sanitary condition, . Number of passengers, 

; sanitary condition, . Cargo, ; sanitary condition, . Sani- 
tary condition of this port and surrounding territory, . 

I certify that the vessel above named has complied with all the rules prescribed by 
the Marine-Hospital Service for the government of vessels while in the fruit ports of 
Central America, and is now in good sanitary condition. 

Acting Assistant Snrgton, U. 8. M. H. S. 
CORRECTION. 

For the sake of accuracy, the following correction should be made in 
the telegram of Surgeon Gassaway of March 8 in Public Health 
Eeports of March 16, page 577 : Instead of the words "Informed board 
that you had directed us to give all assistance at city and county hospi- 
tal" — insert, "Informed board that you had directed us to give all 
assistance in our power. Board votes thanks. Suspected case number 
2 at city and county hospital." 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Condition in San Francisco with reference to plague. 

[Telegram.] 

San Francisco, Cal., March &£, 1900. 
Situation practically unchanged. Chinamen evidently concealing 
sick to avoid inspection. Suspicious case found to-day and removed J;o 
pesthouse. House-to-house inspection continuing. 

Gassaway. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Telegram.] 

San Francisco, Cal., March 26, 1900. 

Situation unchanged. Case at pesthouse negative. Inspection and 
cleaning up of Chinatown continuing. 

Gassaway. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Telegram.] 

San Franoisoo, Cal., March 28, 1900. 
House-to-house inspection Chinatown closed to-day. Some few 
houses inspected in Latin quarter, inhabited principally by Italian 
fishermen. No new cases. Confidence restored. * * * 

Gassaway. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine Hospital Service. 

A plea for vaccination and revaccination. 
[By R. H. von Ezdorf, Assistant Surgeon, United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

New Orleans, La., March 23, 1900. 

While*detailed by the Service, at the request of Governor Candler, 
of Georgia, as sanitary adviser in connection with measures to be taken 
to arrest the spread of smallpox in the State of Georgia, and authorized 
to visit such places in Georgia as may be deemed necessary by the gov- 
ernor, I had occasion to visit several places in a ten days' tour and meet 
a number of people interested in this matter. 

A number of queries were propounded regarding the immunity or 
protection by vaccination, and also the necessity of revaccination. 

It is my purpose in this note to show how I briefly answered these 
questions to the laity, and not go into the question of the history of 
vaccination and the results obtained by measures known to all sanitarians. 

First, I admitted that vaccine was a poison introduced into the body, 
but one of modified smallpox poison, which, when introduced into the 
human system, manifests itself by a single local eruption, at the point 
of inoculation, but which, when this process continued in a regular 
course, gave the individual full protection. 

It may not be amiss to give a bare pathological- histological description 
of this normal process of vaccinia. After vaccination the cells increase 
and swell, some bursting and forming vacuoles, so called, and the 
fluid serum is increased between the cells. This process begins in a 
center and proceeds excentrically, drying up in the center, and when 
reaching the height of development in nine days shows a peripheral 
series of vesicles, formed in the manner described as vacuoles plus 
the fluid serum with the exception, that it, the process, is greatly aug- 
mented as it grows outward to a limited periphery. A red inflamma- 
tory zone forms the halo about this row of vesicles and the process of 
drying begins to be completed in three weeks from the day of vaccina- 
tion. During this process a gradual absorption into the human body of 
the peculiar toxin formed by the virus in question takes place, and at 
the end of nine days the body receives its full quota of protection against 
the invasion of the smallpox germ, (a) 

I am indebted for the idea, about to be noted, to the book written by 
Dr. Carey, A. M., M. D., F. E. C. P., London, in his work on vaccination, 
1897. 

In order to demonstrate this matter of protection, I used as an example 
a ladder having nine rounds. Each round was to represent twenty- four 

a To the farmers I explained how anthrax, so fatal to cattle and sheep, when inocu- 
lated into mice, and then when the cattle are inoculated from the mouse manifests 
itself by a local sore and protects such animal from anthrax, otherwise so fatal to them. 
Thus vaccine is smallpox modified by the cow, just as the anthrax-virus from the 
mouse is modified anthrax ; in the first case it protects man and in the latter the animal 
against invasion of the respective diseases. * * * 



